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two German doctors to San Remo to consult with the
doctors there and send him their joint report. A
dreadful scene took place at the meeting of mother
and son. They wrangled as to which of them should
send this report to the Emperor ; William was rude,
and the Crown Princess threatened to ask his father
to forbid him to come into the house. Nothing could
more tragically reveal the relations between the two
than that, on the threshold of the room where
William's father had just been told what he had to
face, they should in the presence of others thus storm
at each other. Such a meeting might have held for
them both the chance of reconciliation : instead it
only rendered reconciliation far more remote.

William presided at the Conference of doctors, and,
as ordered by his grandfather, sent their findings to
Berlin. Mackenzie concurred with the others in their
verdict that the Crown Prince was suffering from
cancer. When that was known there broke on the
Crown Princess the full tempest of malevolence from
the German press and from the multitude of her ill-
wishers, but for the devoted wife they had no word
of sympathy. His life, they said, might have been
prolonged for many years yet by a timely operation,
had not she, trusting to the verdict of an ignorant
doctor of her own selection, persuaded him against
it: her son Henry told her so to her face. They
said he was far worse than he really was (the wish,
she bitterly commented, was father to the thought)
and that he ought at once to resign the succession.
It would be far better that William should succeed
his grandfather, who was fast failing, than a man